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THE PURPOSE OF THIS MAGAZINE
T he P alimpsest, issued monthly by the State 
Historical Society of Iowa, is devoted to the dis­
semination of Iowa History. Supplementing the 
other publications of this Society, it aims to pre­
sent the materials of Iowa History in a form that 
is attractive and a style that is popular in the best 
sense—to the end that the story of our Common­
wealth may be more widely read and cherished.
Be n j . F. S hambaugh
THE MEANING OF PALIMPSEST
In early times a palimpsest was a parchment or 
other material from which one or more writings 
had been erased to give room for later records. 
But the erasures were not always complete; and 
so it became the fascinating task of scholars not 
only to translate the later records but also to 
reconstruct the original writings by deciphering 
the dim fragments of letters partly erased and 
partly covered by subsequent texts.
The history of Iowa may be likened to a pal­
impsest which holds the records of successive 
generations. To decipher these records of the 
past, reconstruct them, and tell the stories which 
they contain is the task of those who write history.
P r ic e— 10 cents per copy: $1 per year: free to Members 
A ddress —  The State Historical Society, Iowa City, Iowa
The Palimpsest
E D I T E D  B Y  R U T H  A .  G A L L A H E R  
V o l . X X V I I  Is s u e d  in D e c e m b e r  1 9 4 6  N o .  1 2
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The First State Governor
To be the first in a long line of distinguished 
men is in itself an honor and the opportunity to be 
the first Governor of the State of Iowa might well 
have been coveted one hundred years ago. The 
position was not, however, as popular as might 
have been expected. Many Iowans sought Fed­
eral positions, but relatively few were avowed 
candidates for the governorship of their own State. 
How Ansel Briggs came by the office and what he 
did as the first State Governor of Iowa has come, 
in this centennial year, to be a matter of much 
interest.
Ansel Briggs was not a renowned statesman; 
nor was he a shrewd politician who carefully 
planned, step by step, how he might gain the gov­
ernorship. Indeed, he was probably more than a 
little surprised to find himself elected to that high 
office. His nomination was something of a politi­
cal accident, a fortunate accident as it happened, 
for he was honorable and upright in his dealings
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and a faithful servant of the people. If he was 
not the most brilliant nor the most renowned of 
Iowa’s Governors, he was loyal, faithful, and just 
— a man of the common people.
Ansel Briggs was born in Vermont on Febru­
ary 3, 1806. He acquired a common school edu­
cation and had the advantage of attending Nor­
wich Academy for one term. As a young man he 
moved with his parents to Guernsey County, 
Ohio, near Cambridge, where the father engaged 
in farming. It is recorded, however, that Ansel, 
the oldest son, “was more interested in the stage­
coaches and wagons that hauled big loads through 
on the old Wheeling road than he was in 
farming”.
He soon acquired teams of his own and engaged 
in the overland transportation of goods and the 
operation of stagecoaches. The account book of 
William McCracken, a pioneer blacksmith of 
Cambridge, reveals that young Briggs was frugal 
and thrifty. He paid “fifty-seven and one-half 
cents for getting one shoe toed and two set; 
twenty-five cents for repair on his wagon-bed; 
twelve and one-half cents for a log-chain link; ten 
cents for getting a single-tree ironed; and twelve 
and one-half cents to have his harrow teeth sharp­
ened.” Meanwhile, Briggs supplied McCracken 
with coal at six cents a bushel, and hauled 4,266
THE FIRST STATE GOVERNOR 359
pounds of goods from Wheeling, now in West 
Virginia, at the rate of seventy-five cents per 
hundred pounds.
Benjamin Briggs, Ansel s father, was killed in 
an accident while driving one of Ansel s teams 
with a load of salt, leaving the mother to care for 
a large family of children. Soon thereafter the 
family moved into Cambridge, where Mrs. Briggs 
managed to provide a livelihood for her younger 
children by selling bread, cakes, and pies to the 
townsfolk and to travelers on the old Wheeling 
Road.
Meanwhile Ansel Briggs, then affiliated with 
the Whig Party, became deputy sheriff of Guern­
sey County. Meanwhile, too, he gained the re­
spect of Major James Dunlap, a former officer in 
the War of 1812, who encouraged him to enter 
politics. Linder the tutelage of Major Dunlap, 
young Briggs ran for the office of county auditor. 
He lost the election, but he won the heart and 
hand of the major’s daughter, Nancy Dunlap, 
whom he married in the fall of 1830.
By the middle of the decade of the thirties, 
Briggs had resolved to cast his lot with the pio­
neers of the new West. He journeyed to St. 
Louis, where he was much interested in the ship­
ping and mercantile activities, but he soon ven­
tured on to the valley of the Upper Mississippi.
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There he learned of the frontier settlements at 
Burlington, Davenport, and Dubuque, but he 
chose to avoid river bottom land and, through the 
acquaintance and friendship of the Forbes family 
of Bellevue, he became interested in land above the 
ridge on Brush Creek in what is now Jackson 
County. 1 here he located, soon to become one of 
the founders of the town of Andrew.
In Iowa, as in Ohio, Ansel Briggs operated 
stagecoach and transportation lines. He also had 
contracts with the government for carrying the 
mail to and from pioneer settlements. In this way 
he became familiar with conditions on the frontier, 
formed lasting friendships with pioneer settlers, 
and built for himself a clientele that was of ines­
timable value to him in later years. Among the 
men most closely associated with Briggs during 
these early years were Nathaniel Butterworth, 
Philip Barr Bradley, John Francis, and Judge 
John J. Dyer.
Butterworth was a stalwart pioneer who came 
to Iowa about the time that Briggs arrived and es­
tablished a stagecoach tavern in the Brush Creek 
community, not far from the present site of An­
drew. Briggs and Butterworth became close as­
sociates in business. There were, however, obvi­
ous points of difference. “Butterworth was fond 
of telling of his misfortunes while Briggs kept his
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misfortunes strictly to himself. Briggs liked to 
swap horses. Butterworth preferred to sell his 
and collect the price agreed upon, to the cent.” 
Philip B. Bradley was a native of Connecticut, 
a graduate of Union College, Schenectady, New 
York, and at one time had been a resident of Ga­
lena, Illinois. He was a man of culture and refine­
ment who, upon the urgent solicitation of Ansel 
Briggs, came at length to make his home at the 
flourishing little town of Andrew.
John Francis was realtor and partner of Ansel 
Briggs. At the time the town of Andrew was es­
tablished the firm of Briggs and Francis acquired 
a considerable number of lots which were subse­
quently sold to interested parties. On one occa­
sion Francis told a newspaper reporter in his la­
conic way, that when trouble was in the offing 
“Mr. Briggs could always be depended upon to 
pour oil on the troubled waters.” As realtors on 
the frontier Briggs and Francis had many friends.
Judge John J. Dyer was at one time a resident 
of Andrew. Later he became a distinguished Fed­
eral judge and a resident of Dubuque. Judge 
Dyer, perhaps more than any one else, was re­
sponsible for the nomination and election of Ansel 
Briggs as the first State Governor of Iowa.
When Jackson County was first established in 
* 1837 the town of Bellevue was designated as the
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county seat. But the Bellevue War suggested un­
wholesome influences in that town and Ansel 
Briggs and Nathaniel Butterworth were active 
participants in a movement to transfer the county 
seat to the more nearly centrally located town of 
Andrew, where a log courthouse was erected.
Ansel Briggs had transferred his party alle­
giance to the Democratic Party before coming to 
Iowa, and he first appeared in Iowa politics in 
1842 when he was nominated and elected by the 
Democrats as Representative from Jackson 
County in the Fifth Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory. This Assembly met for the first time at 
Iowa City. In the Assembly Mr. Briggs served 
as a member of the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
and was chairman of the Committee on Territorial 
Affairs.
In January of 1843 Representative Briggs pre­
sented to the Assembly a petition from the citizens 
of Jackson County asking that a charter be 
granted for the establishment of an academy at 
the town of Andrew. The petition was referred 
to a select committee of three, of which Briggs was 
chairman, and later an act was passed by the As­
sembly to incorporate the Jackson County Acad­
emy which was authorized to have a capital stock 
of not to exceed fifty thousand dollars.
After serving in the Legislative Assembly for
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one session Briggs was elected sheriff of Jackson 
County in 1844 and served for one term — two 
years. He was recognized as a substantial citizen, 
but no one yet gave thought to his some day be­
coming Governor. In 1846 when the Democratic 
Party was seeking a candidate for the office of 
Governor of the proposed State of Iowa, no one 
seemed to be anxious to assume the leadership. 
The salary for the chief executive, as stipulated in 
the recently adopted Constitution, was “not to ex­
ceed one thousand dollars“ — a rather meager 
salary even in those days.
George Wallace Jones and other leading Dem­
ocrats of that day hoped that Judge John J. Dyer 
of Jackson County might be nominated and elected 
Governor. It was noted that at the election of 
August 3rd, Jackson County had ranked first 
among the counties of the Territory in the per­
centage of votes cast favoring the adoption of the 
Constitution of 1846, and it was agreed that it 
should be given the privilege of making the first 
nomination for Governor. It was generally be­
lieved that Judge Dyer would be the man selected, 
but Judge Dyer was interested in a Federal judge- 
ship to which he was subsequently appointed, and 
he “positively declined" to be a candidate.
When the Democratic Convention met at Iowa 
City on September 24, 1846, prohibition of the
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establishment of banks was one of the chief planks 
in the platform. At a banquet a few days before 
the nominating convention, Briggs had struck a 
responsive chord by offering the toast, “No banks 
but earth, and they well tilled.” Judge Dyer, at­
tending the convention as a delegate took advan­
tage of the enthusiasm which had greeted this slo­
gan and presented the name of his fellow towns­
man, Ansel Briggs. It is also recorded that the 
candidacy of Ansel Briggs may have been sug­
gested to the Jackson County delegates by the 
Governor Briggs, a steamboat named for a former 
Governor of Massachusetts, which went up and 
down the Mississippi about this time. The nom­
ination proved to be popular, although two other 
men were suggested — Judge Jesse Williams of 
Jefferson County and William Thompson of 
Henry County, known as “Black Bill”. On the 
first ballot Briggs received 62 votes, Williams 32, 
and Thompson 31. Williams and Thompson then 
withdrew, and Briggs was nominated by acclama­
tion.
The Whig candidate to oppose Briggs in the 
general election was Thomas McKnight of Du­
buque. McKnight was a strong candidate — 
well qualified and widely known throughout the 
Territory. At this time, however, the Democratic 
Party controlled the political affairs in Iowa and
Briggs succeeded in obtaining 7,626 votes while 
McKnight had 7,379 — giving Briggs a majority 
of 247. And so, on December 3, 1846, Ansel 
Briggs was inaugurated as the first Governor of 
the State of Iowa.
The inauguration services were simple. A com­
mittee of two Senators and two Representatives 
escorted the Governor elect into the House Cham­
ber of the Capitol where Charles Mason, Chief 
Justice of the Territorial Supreme Court, adminis­
tered the oath of office. Governor Briggs ex­
plained that he had been notified of his election 
only four days earlier and had not had time to 
formulate a policy. His short inaugural address 
was read by Senator Philip B. Bradley.
Governor Briggs did not reside in Iowa City, 
preferring to remain in his home town, Andrew. 
He thought that there he could better resist the 
solicitations of political job seekers. Moreover, 
Nancy Dunlap Briggs, the Governor’s wife, was 
in poor health, and Governor Briggs seemed to 
think that a river town was not a good place for 
an invalid. And so the Governor stopped at a 
tavern while attending legislative sessions at Iowa 
City, often riding horseback on his trips between 
Andrew and the capital or over the State.
Sometimes Governor Briggs was accompanied 
on his trips by Philip B. Bradley, influential
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State Senator from Jackson County. Indeed, 
Bradley has been referred to as the “Thurlow 
Weed of Governor Briggs’s political campaign 
and gubernatorial career”. In matters of state it 
is said that Governor Briggs seldom made a major 
decision without conferring with Bradley, Butter- 
worth, Judge Dyer, and other personal friends or 
political allies.
As Governor of Iowa from 1846 to 1850 Mr. 
Briggs proved to be a conservative, frugal, and 
honest chief executive. In his first biennial mes­
sage he reported that on October 31, 1848 — al­
most two years after he had taken office — there 
was a balance in the State treasury of $1,394. He 
reported, too, that the school laws were “exceed­
ingly defective”, and expressed regret that the 
wishes of the people relative to improved school 
legislation should have been so long frustrated. 
It was during Governor Briggs’s administration 
that the State University of Iowa was founded.
Governor Briggs also gave attention to matters 
of internal improvement — the building of roads 
and bridges and the improvement of waterways. 
It was at this time that the citizens of Burlington, 
Mount Pleasant, and intervening communities be­
came keenly interested in the building of “all- 
weather” roads. Railroads, then just coming into 
public attention, were considered too expensive
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and besides there were yet no connecting roads 
across the Mississippi. The Iowa-Missouri boun­
dary dispute, carried over from Territorial days, 
was finally settled during Governor Briggs’s ad­
ministration, while Iowa troops were called to par­
ticipate in the Mexican War, in which a few prom­
inent Iowans lost their lives. Among these was 
Frederick D. Mills who had called to order the 
convention which nominated Ansel Briggs.
Governor Briggs suffered personal bereavement 
during his administration as chief executive, for 
Mrs. Briggs passed away at their home in Andrew 
in 1848 and during the same year a little daughter 
also died. Governor and Mrs. Briggs were the 
parents of eight children, six of whom passed 
away in early childhood. One son, Ansel, Jr., died 
on May 15, 1867, at the age of twenty-five, with­
out children. Another son, John S. Briggs, be­
came editor of the Idaho Herald at Blackfoot, 
Idaho Territory, and was later a resident of 
Omaha, Nebraska. His daughter, Mrs. Nancy 
Briggs Robertson, is the only grandchild of Ansel 
Briggs having children. Ansel Briggs later mar­
ried Mrs. Frances Carpenter, who died in 1859.
At the close of his term as Governor, Ansel 
Briggs retired from office, apparently by common 
agreement that one four-year term was enough. 
He continued to maintain his residence in Jackson
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County where he engaged in commercial activi­
ties, although he was one of the founders of Flor­
ence, Nebraska, in 1856, and spent some time in 
Colorado in 1860, and in Montana from 1863 to
1865.
At Andrew Ansel Briggs enjoyed the compan­
ionship of old friends and lived over in pleasant 
retrospection the eventful days of his governor­
ship. As the years passed he had the satisfaction 
of knowing that the hope he had expressed upon 
his retirement from the governorship — that the 
State which he had served as chief executive might 
“ever be distinguished for virtue, intelligence, and 
prosperity“ — was being fulfilled.
In 1878 Ansel Briggs went to Omaha, Ne­
braska, to make his home with his son, John S. 
Briggs, and there he died on May 5, 1881. His 
remains were first interred at Omaha, but in 1909 
the General Assembly of Iowa provided for their 
removal to Andrew and for the erection of a suit­
able monument in honor of Iowa’s first State Gov­
ernor. The monument bears an outline map of 
the State of Iowa and a bronze medallion portrait 
of the pleasant, rugged face of Ansel Briggs, the 
stagedriver who became Governor and left a rich 
heritage of honor.
Ja c o b  A. S w i s h e r
Planked from Keokuk
One hundred years ago, when the citizens of 
Iowa were first assuming the responsibilities of 
statehood, highways and transportation were ever 
uppermost in their minds. Little did they dream 
of the vast improvements which were to take place 
in this field during the first one hundred years of 
the State’s history.
So important did the matter of transportation 
appear to the early citizens of Iowa, that in the 
First Legislative Assembly considerable attention 
was given to legislation relating to this subject. 
On January 24, 1839, a charter was granted to the 
Burlington and Iowa River Turnpike Company’’ 
providing for the construction of an improved 
highway over which tolls were to be charged. 
This was the beginning of Iowa legislation pro­
viding for toll roads.
Following Iowa’s attainment of statehood in 
1846, the matter of roads assumed such paramount 
importance that 28 of the 125 chapters of the 
"Acts of the First General Assembly" dealt with 
highway legislation. In most cases these laws 
merely laid out the roads without providing for 
their maintenance.
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The first graded toll road was chartered on 
January 8, 1849. It was to connect Bloomington 
(now Muscatine) with the county seat of Benton 
County, via Tipton. Additional toll charges 
might be made for travel on planked sections. An 
act, approved on January 15, 1849, authorized the 
building of a plank road between Keokuk and 
Montrose, running along the Iowa shore of the 
Mississippi. This road was intended to facilitate 
the lightering of the river boats, so they might pass 
over the Des Moines Rapids. Before it was com­
pleted, however, it was supplanted by a railroad, 
one of the first built in Iowa.
The schedule of tolls provided by law for the 
Keokuk-Montrose road was as follows: carriage, 
wagon, cart, or sleigh drawn by two horses, oxen, 
or mules, two and a half cents per mile and one 
cent per mile for each additional animal attached 
to the vehicle; vehicle drawn by one horse, ox, or 
mule, two cents per mile; horse and rider, one cent 
per mile; each head of horses, oxen, mules, or 
cattle, led or driven, one cent per mile; each head 
of sheep, goats, or hogs, one half cent per mile; 
merchandise (not including furniture of immi­
grants), two cents per ton per mile.
Such graded and improved roads were not built 
from public funds, but were undertaken by private 
individuals or companies which hoped to make a
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profit. There was much discussion of routes, 
costs, and charges. On February 8, 1849, the 
Keokuk Register contained a lengthy article on 
the subject of roads. The following rough esti­
mate of the cost per mile had been made: lumber 
at $9 per thousand feet, $1,400; leveling and lay­
ing, $240; engineering and superintending, $100; 
contingent, ten per cent, $178 — total per mile,
$1,958.
The editor commented that this estimate of the 
cost of lumber in Iowa was too low; it should have 
been not less than $15 per 1000 feet and the total 
cost of lumber would be about $2,112 per mile. 
Estimating engineering, gates, bridges, and con­
tingencies at $500 per mile, the total cost, accord­
ing to the editor, would be about $2,612 per mile. 
The profits on plank roads in the East had, how­
ever, been beyond the most sanguine expectations 
of the projectors.
In an article printed in the February 22, 1849, 
issue of the same paper, a correspondent consid­
ered the construction of a plank road to be built 
from Keokuk to the Raccoon Forks, along the 
main highlands dividing the waters of the Des 
Moines and Skunk rivers. Such a road was im­
peratively demanded; the construction of a rail­
road was yet a long way off and a plank road 
could be built to the Forks without crossing a
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single stream or ravine of consequence, the natural 
surface of the proposed route being so gently un­
dulating and nearly level that it need not be dis­
turbed in the way of grading, except to elevate the 
track sufficiently to carry off the water. The white 
oak timber bordering the route was considered 
sufficient to build the road. This correspondent 
estimated the total cost per mile at $2,000.
On February 4, 1851, the sixth plank toll road 
was authorized by the General Assembly. It was 
to be built by the “Keokuk and Desmoines Valley 
Plank Road Company” between the city of Keo­
kuk in Lee County, via Charleston, to the town of 
Birmingham in Van Buren County, a distance of 
some sixty-nine miles. This road, from which 
branch roads were to be built to the important 
towns, was expected to become a great artery of 
commerce, heading inland from Keokuk, the “Gate 
City”, where much river-borne traffic was com­
pelled to disembark at the “foot of the Rapids”, 
and thence proceed inland by stage or wagon on 
up the valley of the Des Moines.
This Keokuk and Des Moines Valley Plank 
Road Company had been organized under the 
general incorporation laws of the State of Iowa 
on December 10, 1850, anticipating by nearly sixty 
days the legislative approval of its activities. In 
1926 the Keokuk Citizen reproduced from the col-
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umns of the Des Moines Valley Whig the follow­
ing account of the organization of the company:
“Their principal place of doing business is in 
the city of Keokuk. . . . The amount of capital 
stock incorporated is one hundred thousand dol­
lars. No portion of said capital stock has yet been 
paid in. The conditions on which said stock is to 
be paid in are, that it is to be collected by the direc­
tors at their discretion by installments of not ex­
ceeding ten per cent on each share subscribed, and 
at periods of not less than ninety days, first giving 
thirty days notice in some newspaper published 
in the city of Keokuk.“
Ver Planck Van Antwerp was chosen president 
of the company. On March 17, 1851, the com­
pany issued a “Notice to Lumbermen“, asking for 
bids on more than a half million feet of lumber. 
This notice revealed many of the details of the 
construction of the road:
“Sealed proposals will be received by the Presi­
dent and Directors of the Keokuk and Des Moines 
Valley Plank Road Company at their office in the 
city of Keokuk, up to the 11th day of April next, 
for the delivery of 633,600 feet (board measure) 
of plank eight feet long, not less than five nor more 
than ten inches wide, and three inches thick; and 
79,200 feet (board measure) of plank sixteen feet 
long, six inches wide and three inches thick, either
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of White Oak, Burr Oak, Red Elm, Mulberry, 
Sugar Maple, Black Walnut, Norway or Yellow 
Pine, and to be from good sound timber, free from 
sap, bad knots, wind shakes, and other imperfec­
tions impairing its strength or durability, to be 
full on the edges and of the full thickness specified.
“The plank to be delivered in lots along the 
line of the road within five miles of the city of Keo­
kuk, at such intervals as the Board shall direct.“
The first call for payment on stock was isssued 
on April 12, 1851: “The subscribers to the capital 
stock of this Company are hereby notified that an 
installment of ten dollars on each share subscribed 
to said stock, is required to be made to Wm. S. 
McGavic, Esq., treasurer of the company, at his 
office in the city of Keokuk, on or before the 20th 
day of May next.“
At the same time a “Notice to Contractors“ was 
published, asking for sealed bids on the construc­
tion of about 12,620 cubic yards of embankment 
at various points and four stone culverts, one at 
each of the points described. The contract was 
let to the firm of Brownell and Sprott, who had 
been authorized to build the plank road from Keo­
kuk to Montrose in 1849. William Brownell of 
Keokuk was the senior partner.
On May 8, 1851, the editor of the Des Moines 
Valley Whig rejoiced “that 16 miles of plank road
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from Keokuk to Birmingham is under contract and 
about half to be completed in 1851; the balance to 
Charleston to be completed in the spring of 1852; 
the whole distance to Birmingham to be completed 
next year.” As usual these predictions proved too 
optimistic, but eventually the work got under way, 
the right-of-way was “graded and bridged”, and 
finally, it is said, the planking was actually laid 
some sixteen miles north from Keokuk.
The road was constructed of stringers and 
planks cut from the surrounding timber. Three 
stringers of black walnut, six by six, were laid 
lengthwise and planks, “eight feet long, two 
inches thick [specified as 3 inch], and of what­
ever breadth they squared” were laid across the 
stringers. It appears that at first the planks were 
laid on loose, but later, due to warping of the 
boards which lay next to the wet earth, it became 
necessary to spike them down to the stringers with 
30-penny, cut-iron spikes, which eventually pulled 
out or rusted off. Anyone who has known un­
paved Iowa roads in the spring can imagine what 
happened to these stringers and the loose planks.
The route of the “Old Plank Road”, reminis­
cently spoken of as “The Slab” by early settlers, 
began at 14th and Main streets (or more precisely 
at the alley between 14th and 15th streets), in 
Keokuk, veering to the north of east until it inter­
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sected the present Plank Road Street, which be­
gins at 16th and Blondeau. Then sweeping more 
toward the north, above the head of Price’s Creek, 
it came out on the present route of Federal High­
way 218. Thence northward it followed the gen­
eral route of the present paved highway, weaving 
back and forth across it in places to take advan­
tage of more favorable grades and to avoid the 
deep gullies at the head of Sugar Creek.
At the site of the present high school in Keokuk 
was the Plank Road Tavern, better known as 
“Farmer’s House”. At 16th and Blondeau was 
the “water-house” and tavern, popularly known 
as “Dutch Mary”, where water might be had for 
the horses and beer for the drivers. This proved 
to be an agreeable combination. On Blondeau 
Street, between 16th and 17th, stood the first toll­
house and gate. A block farther on, between 17th 
and 18th streets, was the Rummell Tavern, also a 
popular place with the teamsters.
The second tollhouse was at the “Four Mile 
House”, almost directly opposite the site of the 
present county home farm. Later, when the rail­
road took over, this was known as Mooar Station. 
The third tollhouse, about eight miles out, was 
near the present town of Summitville. Then came 
the Messengerville tollhouse, with Robert Pipkin 
as tollman, and Dickey Brown’s Tavern and Feed-
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post at Mount Clara, later a station on the rail­
road running north from Keokuk. “Nine Mile 
House” was located at the “Montrose Turn”, not 
far from the present intersection of Routes 218 
and 61.
The official end of the Plank Road was at the 
town of Charleston about one-fourth of a mile 
south of the old railroad station which has now 
been abandoned. Here was “Sobers Tavern”, 
a ramshackle, one-story frame building, large 
enough to accommodate the many travelers who 
chose to stop there. While the road was actually 
graded to the twenty-mile house, about four miles 
beyond Charleston, it is probable that no planks 
were ever laid on this section.
The grade, generally about thirty feet wide, so 
followed the higher ground along the divide be­
tween the Des Moines and the Mississippi, that 
few bridges and culverts were required for the 
road. There was one small bridge in the city of 
Keokuk and another more pretentious one, known 
as the “High Bridge”, was built across a tributary 
of Sugar Creek in the southwest quarter of Sec­
tion 21, Montrose Township. It consisted of a 
high trestle several hundred feet in length, built 
of square-sawed timbers, and had a railed road­
way wide enough for two teams to pass. Team­
sters did not use the bridge much in dry weather,
378 THE PALIMPSEST
but when the rains came in the fall of the year 
they were compelled to pull onto it to avoid the 
impassable mud.
Many a teamster drove regularly between 
Charleston and Keokuk. One trip down and back, 
about thirty miles, hauling mostly corn, wheat, 
oats, seeds, and hay to the market was considered 
a day’s work. For their services teamsters charged 
at the rate of $4.25 for a load of 30 hundred 
weight (1 ]/i tons). Sometimes they were able to 
pick up a “pay-load’’ going back but more often 
they “went up“ empty, since many of the stores 
along the route did their own teaming.
For a time this was indeed a busy highway, and 
during the gold rush, which was at its height about 
the time the plank road was finished, as many as 
twenty-five or thirty ox-teams in a row might be 
counted, loaded out for the Far West. From 
Charleston they followed the old Mormon Trail 
across the prairies of Iowa to Council Bluffs.
On June 19, 1855, the editor of the Carthage 
(111.) Republican wrote: “On Friday last, we
crossed the river from Hamilton to Keokuk, and 
passed over the plank road to Boston, Charleston 
and Farmington on the Des Moines River, and on 
to Bonaparte and Bentonsport. . . . We think we 
saw one hundred wagons pass each way daily, 
coming to Keokuk loaded with grain, flour, bacon
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and etc., and returning with furniture, castings, 
groceries and other goods.”
Eventually other farm to market roads were 
developed and supported by public funds. These 
were not hard surfaced but they were patronized 
largely by the farmers in dry weather, making it 
unnecessary for them to pay toll on the plank 
roads. This cut the income of the Plank Road 
Company to the place where it could no longer 
maintain the road in first class condition. Loose 
planks and chuckholes caused much complaint. 
Poor road conditions lost tolls and less toll money 
meant poorer maintenance.
Railroads also were creeping into the territory, 
and it seemed to the directors that the only solu­
tion to their problem was to convert their prop­
erty into a railway. They were able to secure from 
the General Assembly an act approved on March 
18, 1858, which authorized the Keokuk and Des 
Moines Valley Plank Road Company "to locate, 
establish, construct, maintain and operate by horse 
or steam power, a Rail Road upon the track of the 
present Plank Road; and that they be further au­
thorized to extend the track of said Railroad down 
Main Street, in the city of Keokuk, as far as the 
intersection of Main Street and Second Street in 
said city.” The city, however, must first approve 
this extension of the track.
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The impending war between the States discour­
aged this undertaking, however, and eventually 
the company failed. The Plank Road then fell 
into the hands of Harry Fulton, but it seems he 
could do little better, and matters gradually drifted 
from bad to worse. Finally, after a long legal 
controversy, the Plank Road came into the pos­
session of Lee County. The board of supervisors 
struggled along with the problem for a few years 
and finally gave up in discouragement.
As the last straw, the “High Bridge“ became so 
dilapidated that it was officially condemned and 
one night it was “razed to the ground by the 
wind“. The board of supervisors then took up the 
planks on the road and sold them for lumber and 
firewood. The Plank Road, as such, came to an 
end, but the route is still the principal highway out 
of Keokuk towards the north. Plank Road Street 
in the city of Keokuk is a reminder of this once 
pretentious pioneer undertaking, now one of the 
local traditions handed down from the former 
generation which used the old Plank Road.
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First State Governor, The, by J acob A.
S w ish er . 357-368 
Fitzmaurice. Charles Francis, 98 
Flatboat. use of. 292 
Fleming sawmill, p icture of, 349 
F lin t Hills, post office at, 227 (see also 
B urling ton)
Florence (N ebr.), founding of, 368 
Florence (steam boat), 296 
Flour mill, p icture of. 348 
Floyd Monument, 244 
Forest City Republican, contents of, 64 
Fort Armstrong, closing of, 218 
Fort Atkinson, picture of, 341; school 
near. 67
Fort Atkinson (tow n), post office at, 
231
Fort Des Moines, land office at, 283;
post office at. 231 
Fort Dodge, railroad at, 298 
Fort Edwards, boat at, 226 
Fort Kearney, stage line at, 306 
F ort Madison, academy at, 73; church 
at. 104; newspapers at, 33; post of­
fice at, 229; residents of, 35; school 
at. I l l
F ort Madison Courier, 35 
Fort Madison Patriot, suggestion in, 34 
F ort Snelling, agent at, 289; steamboat 
at, 289
Fort Union, steamboats at, 295 
Forty-niners, m igration of. 142 
Foster, Silas, work of, 37 
Foster, Stephen Collins, w ritings of, 
217
“ Four Mile House", site of. 376 
Fourth Estate in 1 8 4 6 , The, bv Corne ­
lia Mallett  B arnhart , 33-48 
Fox River, camp near. 149 
Francis. John, 860, 361 
Frederick, John T., services of. 222 
Frem ont County, pioneer of. 296 
French, activities of, 32, 98. 217
Friends, activities of, 110, 113, 114; 
settlement by, 104. 105
Friends. Society of, member of, 80
Frink & W alker Stagecoach Company, 
306
From Iowa and Proud of It, 322 
Fuller, M argaret, work of. 13 
Fulton, A. R.. book by, 246
Fulton, H arry , plank road owned by. 
380
Fulton, John M., services of, 111 
F urn iture, making of. 181
Galena (111.), mail from. 226; mines 
at, 290, 293, 300; resident of. 100, 
361
Gallaher. R uth A., book by, 251 
Gallaher , R uth A.,
Editor, Comment by the, 30-32, 126- 
128, 254-256, 317-320 
What Is History f, 254-256 
Wheels, Planes, and Power, 317-320 
Galland, David, nomination of. 51 
Gotland. Isaac, activities of, 86; con­
tact of. with Mormons. 143 
Garden Grove, Mormons at, 154 
Garland, Hamlin, service of, 82; w rit­
ings of, 165, 222
Garrison. W alter, position of. 123 
Gate City (K eokuk), announcement in. 
206. 209; cartoon in, 124; comment 
in, 117, 118, 120, 122, 123, 125, 
2 1 0 , 211, 214; publication of, 38 
Gazetteer for Citizens, A, 243 
Gehon. Francis, election of. 23 
General Assembly, act approved by, 
379; meeting of, 267; members of, 
258; roads authorized by, 372; 
work of, 90, 94
Geography, study of. 71, 72, 126 
German Evangelical Church, 105, 106 
Germans, activities of. 1; settlements 
of, 294
Gibson’s Ferry, post office at, 229 
Glimpse of Iowa in 1846, 243 
Godfert, Anthony, services of. I l l  
Golden, Mike, activities of, 216; games 
pitched by. 213; reference to, 210; 
score of, 207
Goldsmith, Mr., mention of, 208; score 
of. 207
Goldsmith. Joseph, activities of, 105 
Goldsmith, Zachariah, services of, 103 
“ Good Roads" movement. 314 
Goodrell, Stewart, candidacy of, 56 
Goodyear. Charles, activities of, 9 
Gough. John B.. activities of, 12 
Gould. G. J ., picture by. 330 
Governor, first State, 857-368; office of. 
358; salary of, 158-160; selection 
of. 258; Territorial, 267 
Governor Briggs (steam boat), 263, 
364
Graham, Sylvester, activities of, 12, 13 
Grammar, study of. 71, 72 
Grand Army of the Republic, member 
of, 287
G rand River, camp near. 154 
Grandview, schools at. 73. 77 
G ranger Law, effect of, 310 
Grant, James, attitude of, 136; candi­
dacy of. 59
Great Eagle (Indian  Chief), trip  by. 
289
Green Pastures and Tall Com, by 
E arle D. Ross. 161-169 
Greene, George, newspaper of, 35 
Greenfield, highway from. 156
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Gregg, Thomas, work of, 218 
Grimke sisters, activities of, 13 
Grinnell, college at. 74, 112; resident 
of. 222
Grinnell College, beginnings of, 112; 
courses at, 223; growth of, 78; pro­
fessor at, 68 ; site of, 74 
Growth of Industrial Art, The, picture 
from, 352
Gue, Benjamin F„ book by. 251 
Guernsey County (Ohio). Ansel Briggs 
in, 357-359
Guide books, publication of. 243 
Gu8 Linn  (steam boat). 296 
Gushee, M. R., lecture by, 113 
Guthrie County High School, 89 
Guttenberg, settlement at, 294
Half-breed Tract, Mormons in. 146; 
schoolhouse in, 86; settlement of, 
301
Hallihan. Mr., score of, 207, 216 
Hamill, L. A., activities of, 119; votes 
for, 123
Hamilton, George, writings of, 218 
Hamilton (111.), crossing at, 378 
Handbook for Immigrants, 243 
H annibal & St. Joe Railroad, mail car­
ried by, 235
Hanscom, F. L., acknowledgment to,
335
Hardin County, rural routes in, 236 
Harlan, Edgar Rubey, work of, 251, 
252
H arlan, James, election of. 28 
Harned, Sanford, office of. 60 
H arrison. Mr., fraud by, 287, 288 
H arrison. Joseph, services of, 130 
Haskell, G. W., automobile owned by, 
313
Hastings, S. C.. vote for. 268 
Hastings (Iow a), settlement near, 285 
Hasty pudding, recipe for. 191, 192 
H aun, H enry P., 60. 136 
"Hawk-Eye” , adoption of. as nick­
name, 34
"Hawkeye” (poem), appearance of, 
218
Hawkeye, The, 246 
Hawkeye State, A Guide to the, 244 
"Hawkeye W ar Song", origin of. 43 
Hawkins, John H. W., work of, 12 
Hayward. William C . services of. 62 
H earst, James, writings of, 223 
Hedrick, Jos. H., service of, 60; vote 
for, 268
Henneman, Charles, activities of, 120 
Hennepin, Louis, voyage of. 290 
H enry County, conditions in, 59; 
courthouse in. 340; delegates from, 
49; resident of, 105, 364; road 
through. 23; settlement in, 104 
H enry House, guests at, 173 
Herbert Hoover (steam boat), cargo of, 
800
Hero (steam boat), trip  by, 297 
Herringshaw , Thomas W., book by. 221 
Higbee, Beth Mather, acknowledgment 
to, 350
Higginsport, post office at. 229 
High Amana. street scene at. 351 
“High Bridge” (Montrose Township), 
building of, 377; condemnation of, 
380
History, What I s f  by R uth A. Galla- 
h e r , 254-256
Hobson, Geo., candidacy of, 59, 60 
Hoecken, Christian, work of. 98 
Hoe, Richard M., invention by, 9 
Hoe, use of, 352 
Hogs, production of. 168 
Home for Immigrants, The, 243 
Hoover, Herbert, birthplace of, 244 
Hopedale. location of. 14 
Hopkins, John A., comment by, 165 
Hoskins, Erastus, candidacy of, 56 
H orner, John S„ office of, 21 
Hough, Emerson, w ritings of. 222 
House of Representatives, U. S.. mem­
bers of. 19
Hously, Noble, cabin of. 101 
Howe, Elias, invention of, 9 
Howe, Samuel L., work of, 77 
Howe. Seward C., work of, 77 
Howell. J . B., newspaper of. 38 
Howe’s Academy, 73, 77 
Hubbell, William, office of, 60 
Hubinger, J. T., activities of, 119 
Hughes, A. B., activities of, 120; posi­
tion of. 123, 124
Hughes, D. L.. activities of, 120. 205 
"H um m er’s Bell” . 218 
Hussey, Tacitus, writings of, 221 
Hyde, A., candidacy of, 59
Icarians, at Nauvoo. 294 
" I f  I Should Die Tonight” , author of, 
219
Ijam s. William E., services of, 92 
Illinois, Mormons in, 17, 106; popula­
tion of, 301; post offices in, 236 
Illinois Central Railroad. 309 
Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State 
of Iowa, 250
Independence (Mo.), Mormons in. 143 
Indian Com as a Substitute, 189-192 
Ind ian  Creek, Mormons near, 149 
"Ind ian  Girl’s B u ria l The” . 218 
Ind ian  land cessions, map of. 328 
Ind ian  village, picture of, 327 
Indianola, train  at, 330 
Indians, modes of travel of. 317; 
school for, 66, 67; withdrawal of. 
272
In ternal improvements. 139. 366 
International H arvester Company, ac­
knowledgment to. 353 
In tersta te  Power Company, coal re ­
ceived bv, 800 
Invisible Woman, The, 246
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Ion, church at, 100
Iowa (see also Iowa T errito ry), admis­
sion of, 1. 3, 8, 10, 75, 203, 250; 
capitols of. 342, 344, 345; cattle In. 
168; conditions in, 12; em igrants to, 
172; incorporation laws of, 372; 
maps of. 324, 325, 328; Mormons in, 
142; newspapers in. 83 ; pictorial 
history of, 321-356; population of, 
233; post offices in, 236, 237;
schools in, 65-96 
Iow a (tow n), post office at. 229 
Iowa, The Constitution* of, 253 
Iowa, Ilisto iy  of, 251 
Iowa, Its  History and Its Foremost Cit­
izen*, 252
Iowa, The Making of, 251 
Iowa, Sketches of, 243 
Iowa, The Story of, 251 
Ioxca Adopts a Constitution, bv JACOB 
A. Sw is h e r . 193-203 
Iowa and Wisconsin, Sketches of. 242 
Iowa A rgus and Lee County Advertiser 
(K eokuk), publication or. 36 
Iowa A s It Is in 1855, 243 
Iowa Band, members of. 74, 112. 245, 
250 : work of. 78. 102 
Iowa B aptist Convention, meeting of, 
101
“ Iowa Beautiful L and", author of. 221 
Iowa Capital Reporter (Iow a C itv), 
announcem ent in, 101; comment in, 
50. 52, 57, 107; publication of. 37; 
subscription rates for. 38. 39 
Iowa centennial, commemoration of, 
232
Iowa City, academy at, 73 ; attitude to­
ward. 140; capital at. 201; capitol 
at, 342; churches at, 101; condi­
tions in, 37 ; constitutional conven­
tion at, 193; house at, 333; land of­
fice at, 271, 274, 277 : magazine pub­
lished at, 222; meeting nt. 26, 99, 
100, 101. 106, 134, 200, 362; men­
tion of. 127 ; newspapers nt, 33 ; 
railroad at, 308; representatives 
from, 50; resident of. 139; road 
from, 107; school in. 92, 111; semi­
nary  at. 83; steamboats at. 298 
Ioxoa City (steam boat), launching of, 
298
Iowa City College, location of. 73. I l l  
Iowa City Land Office, closing of. 282, 
283; location of, 277; opening of, 
283; sales at. 277. 278, 282 
Iowa City Press-Citizen, acknowledg­
ment to, 333
Iowa City University, work of, 73 
Iow a College (see also Grinnell Col­
lege), beginnings of. 112; location 
of. 73, 74
Iowa Conference (M ethodist), 99, 100, 
108, 109, 114. 115
“ Iowa Com Song” , w riting of, 218
Iowa County, delegate from, 50, 60; 
land in. 282; residents of, 196; 
Swedenborgian colony in, 281 
Iowa Delegates to Congress, by J acob 
A. S wisher , 19-29
Ioxca Democrat and Des Moines River 
Intelligencer (K eosauqua), 38 
Iowa D istrict, conditions in, 229; loca­
tion of, 21; report on, 99 
“Iowa D istrict” (land), establishment 
of. 271
Iowa Handbook for 1856, The, 243 
Iowa-M issouri boundary, dispute over, 
26; settlement of, 367 
Ioxoa News (D ubuque), article in.
234; publication of. 229 
Iowa Old and New, 251 
Iowa Poets, 224 
Iowa Poets, What of the, 224 
Iowa River, boats on. 292; fording of, 
242; navigation of. 298 
Iowa School Code Commission, work 
of. 95
Iowa Schools in 1846, by J acob A. 
Sw is h e r . 65-74
Iowa Standard (Iowa City), article in, 
40. 100; comment in. 42, 43, 269. 
270; contents of, 41, 43, 189; editor 
of, 133. 269; price of, 38 ; publica­
tion of. 37 ; statem ent by, 274 
Iowa State Gazette (B urling ton), 34 
Iowa State Fair, automobiles at. 331 
Iowa State F air Board, acknowledg­
ment to, 331
Iowa State Highway Commission, crea­
tion of. 314. 315
Iowa Territory (see also Iow a), crea­
tion of. 19. 20; election in, 193; 
land offices in, 274; map of, 324; 
schools in, 65
Iowa Through The Years, 251 
Iowa IFelcomes Yon, The State of, 244 
Iowa Wesleyan College, acknowledg­
ment to, 337; beginnings of, 111: 
building at. 337; work of. 74 
Iowa W riters Program, development 
of. 249
Ioway Indians, chief of. 247 
Irish , migration of. 1 
Irw in. John N„ position of, 205, 206 
Israel. William P., work of. 36
Jackson. Andrew, appointment by, 22, 66; leadership of. 137, 196; men­
tion of. 247
Jackson. W. H.. painting by, 346 
Jackson County, Ansel Briggs in, 368; 
county seat of, 361, 362; delegates 
from. 49, 60. 364; election in, 363; 
residents of, 264. 362; sheriff of, 
263 ; stagecoach line in, 263 
Jackson Countv Academy, founding of, 
362
Jasper County, delegate from. 50. 60
I«
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Jefferson Academy, incorporation of, 
111
Jefferson County, convention in. 56;
delegates from, 49; resident of, 364 
Jefferson County Library, opening of, 
90
Jenkins. Charles A., activities of, 120 
Jennings. Berrym an, services of, 86, 
87
John Brown House, picture of, 350 
Johnny cake, recipes for. 189 
J ohnson , J ack T., The First State 
Election, 257-270
Johnson County, capital in, 129; dele­
gates from, 49; Democrats in, 130; 
farms in, 284; land in, 282; repre­
sentatives from, 50; residents of. 
133, 196; school in. 111; settlers in, 
105 ; votes in. 265
Johnson County Claim Association, 
273, 274
Johnston, Jean G.. acknowledgment to, 
329, 332
Jolliet, Louis, explorations by, 240, 
241, 290
Jones, George Wallace, influence of, 
264, 265; interests of, 363; letter 
from, 230; office of. 19 
Jones County, delegates from, 50, 60 
Judges, election of, 198; salaries of, 
158-160
Kanesville. fe rn ’ at, 156 (see also 
Council Bluffs)
Kansas Oity Socony (towboat), oil car­
ried by. 297
Karrick. George Ord, services of. 226 
Keelboat. use of. 292 
Kent, Aratus, services of, 100 
Kent, Josiah. nomination of, 51 
Keokuk (Ind ian  Chief), 247 
Keokuk, commerce at, 372; crossing 
at, 378; mention of. 289; Mormons 
in. 146; newspapers at. 33, 36; 
plank roads from, 369-380; post of­
fice at, 229; residents of, 36, 38. 
116; road from. 370-372, 374. 375; 
school at. 91 ; traffic at. 378. 379 
Keokuk, Planked From, by B en H ur 
W ilson . 369-380
Keokuk and Des Moines Valley Plank 
Road Company, organization of, 372, 
373; railroad planned by, 379; road 
built by, 372-374 
Keokuk Argus, information in, 51 
Keokuk Citizen, article in. 373 
Keokuk County, delegates from, 49, 
60 ; pioneer of. 228
Keokuk Electric Light and Power 
Plant, site of. 116
Keokuk in Big League Baseball, by 
F rederic C. Sm it h , 204-216 
Keokuk Lantern Club, The, by F red­
eric C. Sm it h , 116-125
Keokuk-Montrose plank road, tolls on,
370
Keokuk Register, articles in, 371 
Keokuk W esterns (see W esterns) 
Keosauqua, academy at, 73; church 
at, 101; Mormons near, 149; news­
papers at. 33. 38 
Kiedaisch, W alter C., 124 
King, Ben, w ritings of, 219 
K irkham ’s grammar, use of, 71 
Kirkwood. Samuel J ., defeat of, 28 
Kishkekosh County, delegates from.
50; representatives from, 60 
Kossuth, church at. 101 
Kresensky, Raymond, writings of, 224 
Kumler, Henry, J r ., services of, 106
Land cessions, map of, 328 
Land lor Sale, by J acob A. Swisher , 
271-284
Land Office. Receiver of, 56, 264 
Land offices, opening of, 271, 274 
Land sales, description of, 24, 278-281 
Larson, Laurence, activities of. 165 
L atter Day Saints, activities of, 142; 
attitude toward, 143 ; m igration of, 
2, 8. 17, 106; temple of, 144; trips 
of. 316
Lea, Albert Miller, book by, 241, 242;
explorations by, 291 
Lead, shipment of, 293 
LeClaire, Antoine, book by, 244; 
ground broken by, 308; home of, 
332 ; services of. 227 
LeClaire House, picture of. 332 
Lee County, camp in, 146; church in, 
101, 104; delegates from. 49, 51, 
136; election in, 269; plank road 
owned by. 880; resident of, 92; 
road in, 372; settlers in, 105 
Lee County Democrat, information in. 
51; renders of. 35
Leffler, Shepherd, candidacy of, 57, 
58; vote for, 268
Legislative Assembly, legislation by, 
26, 129, 259, 369; member of, 362 
Legislators, State, election of. 268 
Leisy, John. 121 
Le Mars, school at. 82 
Leonard, Nathan R„ work of, 76 
Levy. David, office of, 25 
Lewis and Clark, expedition of, 292 
Libraries, public, 90 
Library Commission, work of, 90 
Lime Creek, crossing of. 174 
Lincoln. Abraham, activities of, 227;
attitude of, 5 ; election of. 3 
Linn County, delegates from. 50, 58 
Liquor, control of. 12 
Little Brown Church, picture of, 335 
“ Little Brown Church in the Vale, 
The” , w riting of, 220 
Little Cedar Creek, settlement on, 104 
Little Cedar River, crossing of. 174 
Lockwood, Mrs. A. C., work of. 67
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Locust Creek, camp near, 151 
Log cabin, picture of, 832 
Log raft, p icture of, 349 
Lognn, John, services of, 101 
Long. Crnwford W., work of. 9 
Long Creek, church near, 104 
Loras, Mathias, work of, 98, 110, 113 
Louisa County, church in. 104; dele­
gates from, 49; election in, 59; 
meeting in, 105; ru ra l delivery in. 
235
Louisville Olympics, member of. 216 
Lowe, Enos, candidacy of. 57. 58;
comment by, 141; office of. 135, 271 
Lowry, David, services of. 66 
Lucas, Robert, home of. 333; letter to. 
267; Mormons protected by, 146; 
rum or concerning. 267; services of, 
130* w ritings of. 218 
Lucas boundaries, 137 
Lucas House, picture of, 333 
Luxemburgcrs, settlement of. 294 
Lyon, Miss M. M„ leadership of. 89 
Lyon County, archeological site in, 321 
Lytton, Edw ard Bulwer, poem ascribed 
to, 219
McCormick. Cyrus H.. invention of,
353
McCracken. William, account book of, 
358
McCraney. Thomas, services of, 60 
McCreery. J . L., poem by, 219 
McGavic, Wm. S.. office of. 374 
McGregor, em igrants at. 173 
McGuffey. William Holmes, readers of. 
71. 220. 246
McKean, Major, nom ination of, 58 
Mackinaw boat, use of. 291 
McKnight, Thomas, as Chief Justice, 
264; biographical sketch of, 264; 
candidacy of, 263. 264, 364. 365; 
charges against, 266; offices of, 264, 
265; statem ent by, 266; vote for, 
268
MacLean. George E., home of. 277 
Macmillan Company, acknowledgment
to. 323
Macy, Jesse, work of. 68 
Mahan. Bruce, book by, 251 
Mahaska (In d ia n ) , sketch of. 247 
M ahaska County, delegates from, 49, 
60
i f  aid of Iowa (steam boat), trip  of. 298 
Mail Delivery, A Century of, by W i l ­
liam J. P etersen , 225-239 
Mann, Horace, services of, 14, 88, 89 
"M aquoketa B ath” , 21
Muquoketa River, boats on, 293; 
crossing of. 21
Marion, land office at, 274; resident of, 
132
Marion County, delegates from, 50, 60; 
lands in, 281
M arquette, Jacques, 97, 240, 241, 250 
M arquette, log ra ft at. 349; sawmill at, 
349
Marshall County, farm  in, 355 
Mason, Charles, oath adm inistered by, 
365
Mason, William E., office of, 79 
Mason and Dixon Line, conditions 
along, 3
Mason City, home near, 177; meat 
packing at. 166; pioneers at. 174, 
177-188; residents of, 170, 178 
Mason City Globe-Oazette, article in. 
187
Massachusetts, conditions in, 11; Gov­
ernor of, 364 ; schools in, 75. 76 
Matson, Sylvester G„ office of. 60 
Maxson. William, home of, 350 
Mazzuchelli, Samuel Charles, activities 
of, 98; trip  of, 291
Mechanics' Academy (Iow a City), his­
tory of. 79; site of. 73 
Mechanics’ Mutual Aid Association, 79 
Mecklenburgers. settlement of. 294 
Mediapolis, school near, 111 
Meeker, Moses, services of, 225, 292 
Merchandise, sale of, 47 
Messengerville tollhouse. 376 
Methodist Church, activities of, 99. 
100, 102. 107, 109, 112-115; devel­
opment of. 99; influence of, 98, 99; 
member of, 178; picture of. 334; 
school sponsored by, 112 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop 
of, work of. 99
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
114
Methodist P ro testan t Church, 99, 100, 
112
Mexican W ar, attitude toward. 262; 
interest in, 4, 42, 43, 114; Iowa 
troops in, 367; soldier of, 282 
Michigan Territory, officer of, 21 ;
schools in. 65. 87 
Middle West, conditions in. 66 
Midland Monthly, editor of. 222, 252;
publication of. 222 
M ilitary rood, building of, 23 
Miller, Mr., 207. 215 
Miller, George, family of. 145 
Miller. William, opinion of. 16 
Millerites. influence of. 17 
Miller’s Hollow, ferry at. 156 (see also 
Kanesville and Council Bluffs)
Mills, Frederick D., death of, 367 
Mills, picture of, 348 
Mills County, Civil W ar veteran in, 
285
‘‘Miners' Bank of Du Buque” , opposi­
tion to. 196
M iners’ Express (D ubuque), founding 
of. 35
Minneapolis-Moline Power Implement 
Company, acknowledgment to, 352
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Mississippi River, canoes on, 290, 291; 
conditions along, 44; crossing of, 
106; explorers on, 217; immigrants 
on, 301; mention of, 26; Mormons 
near, 142; road along, 370; steam­
boat landing on, 143; steamboating 
on, 293; towns along, 33, 166; voy­
age on, 290
Mississippi and Missouri Railroad, 308 
Missouri boundary, discussion of, 4; 
road to, 23
Missouri River, boundary formed by, 
200, 201; bullboat on, 291; canoes 
on, 291; ferry over, 346; mention 
of, 27, 136, 164; Mormons along, 
156; steamboating on. 296 
Missouri Valley Authority, 297 
Mitchell, G, C. R., vote for, 268 
Mitchell County, seminary in, 80 
Monroe Township (Johnson County), 
representatives from, 50 
Monticello, rock shelter near, 326 
Montrose, Lantern Club at, 122; Mor­
mons at, 143, 146; post office at, 
229; road to. 370, 374 
Mooar Station, mention of, 376 
Morford, Thomas, garden of. 44 
Mormon Church, influence of, 144 
“Mormon Legion” , formation of, 144 
Mormon Temple, dedication of, 156 
Mormon Trail, mention of. 378 
Mormons (see Latter Day Saints) 
Mormons on the March, by W illiam J.
P etersen , 142-157 
Morning Sun, ru ra l delivery from, 235 
Morris, Eastin, services of, 37, 53, 133 ;
vote for, 268 
Morris. Thomas A., 99 
Morton, W. G. T.. work of, 9 
Mott, D. C., writings of, 41 
Mott, F rank Luther. 222 
Mount Clara, tavern at, 377 
Mount Pisgah, Mormons at. 155 
Mount Pleasant, academy at, 73; 
churches at. 101; courthouse at, 
340; resident of, 20, 26, 141; road 
to, 107
Mount Pleasant Collegiate Institu te, 
founding of, 73, 74; incorporation 
of, 111
Mount Pleasant L iterary Institute. 74 
Mount Vernon, church at, 105 
Murray, R ay, When Men Were Men, 
61-64
Muscatine, church at, 99; ferry at. 
303 ; newspapers at, 33 ; resident of, 
271
Muscatine County, delegates from, 49; 
election in, 133; representative 
from. 139; residents of, 196; school- 
house in, 88; schools in, 77, 88 
Muscatine Journal, publication of, 36 
Mutuals (see New York M utuals)
National Association of Professional
Baseball Players, member of, 204, 
216
National League, member of, 204 
Nashville, Mormons in, 146 
Nauvoo (111.), Icarians at. 294; Mor­
mons at, 106, 142; naming of. 143, 
144; population of, 2 ; temple at,
156
Nealey, Colonel, defeat of, 59 
Neally, Charles, office of, 271 
Nebraska, Mormons in. 157; sheep 
production in, 168
Nebraska City Advertiser, statem ent 
by, 296
New England, academies in, 81; resi­
dents of, 102, 241 
New Garden, settlement at, 105 
New Haven (Conn.), ball team from, 
215
New Jerusalem, building of, 143 
New Melleray, establishment of, 294 
New Providence, ru ra l delivery at, 235 
New Providence Academv, location of. 
80
New Salem (111.), Lincoln at, 227 
New School Presbyterian Church. 101 
New Sweden, founding of, 294 
New Year’s, celebration of, 183 
New York, farm life in, 178, 179; post 
offices in. 236; resident of, 177, 183; 
schools in. 75. 76
New York City, a ir mail to, 238; popu­
lation of, 1, 2 ; rivalry with, 204 
New York Mutuals, game with, 205, 
214, 215; members of, 216 
Newhall, John B., w ritings of. 67. 243 
Newspapers, discussion of, 33-48 
“ Nine Mile House” , site of, 377 
North Western Railroad, mail carried 
by, 235; mention of, 309 
Northwestem Christian Advocate, sub­
scription to, 178, 180 
Noyes, John Humphrey, activities of, 
14
O’Connor, Norma, services of, 111 
O’Ferrall, Francis K., services of, 60 
Officers, State, election of, 194 
Officers, Territorial, appointment of, 
194
Ohio, Ansel Briggs in, 358, 360; Mor­
mons in, 17; resident of, 358; 
schools in. 76
Old Man's Creek, representatives from, 
50
Old School Presbyterian Church. 101 
Old Stone Capitol, meeting at, 53. 54.
134, 202; picture of, 342 
Old Zion Church, cost of. 109 
Olrastead. David, age of. 134; proposal 
by, 136; services of. 55 
Olnev, Jesse, book by, 126 
Omaha (N ebr.), air mail to. 238; An­
sel Briggs at, 368; Mormons near,
157
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Omaha (steam boat), 296
On the Way to Iowa, by H ugh H .
S hepard . 170-175 
One Man’s Life, publication of, 246 
Opium War. end of. 8 
O rdinance of 1787, provisions of. 65 
Oregon Trail, mention of, 1 4 2 ; wagons 
along, 8
Oregon T rail Association, acknowledg­
ment to. 846 
Osage, sem inary at, 80 
Osborn, Mae. acknowledgment to, 348 
Osgood, Samuel, office of. 238 
Oskaloosa, church at. 104 
Oskaloosa Times, report by. 303 
Otto’s Hall (P ra ir ie  du Chien), emi­
grants at, 172
Ottumwa, meat-packing at, 166; ra il­
road at. 308
Ottumwa Courier, report by, 308 
Ox team, picture of, 329
Pocking plants, establishment of. 166 
Palm er, Abraham H„ work of. 37 
Palm er, G arret D., work of, 87 
Panoro, school at. 89 
P aper mill, picture of. 348 
Parent-Teacher Associations, work of, 
94
Parker, H . I., services of. 80 
P arker, Nathan H.. w ritings of, 243 
P arkhu rst, academy at, 73; post office 
at, 229
P arty  convention system, use of, 260 
Parvin , Theodore S., comment by, 69;
data collected by, 134 
P aten t medicines, sale of, 46 
Pattee, William, work of. 36 
Patterson, C. T.. mail carried by, 232 
Patterson, J . B., book published by. 
245
Pavilion (steam boat), trip  by. 297 
Pelamourgues, J . A. M., services of, 
111
Pella. Dutch at, 281. 294
Pension Gone Astray, A, by F. A.
WORTMAN, 285-288 
Perry , William Stevens, work of. 84 
P erry  P ark  (K eokuk), gome at, 209;
location of. 206 
Peru , post office at, 229 
Petersen. William J., acknowledgment 
to. 347
P etersen , W illiam J.,
A Century of Mail Delivery, 225-239 
A Century of River Traffic, 289-300 
Mormons on the March, 142-157 
Transportation by Land, 301-316 
Pfotzer. Mr., store of. 226 
Philadelphia (P a .) , baseball teams in, 
204. 215
Philadelphia Centennials, game with, 
215
Physicians and Surgeons. College of, 91 
Pictures Are History, 321-356
Pierce, Franklin, appointm ent by, 28;
patents signed by, 283, 284 
Pidgeon, Isaac, work of, 104 
Pike. Zebulon M.. expedition of, 292 
Pinions, publication of, 223 
Pioneer, Background of a, by H ugh H. 
S hepard. 176-188
Pioneers, boats used by, 292; churches 
of. 97
Piper, Edwin Ford, w ritings of, 222,
223
Pipkin. Robert, as tollman, 376 
Pitts, William Savage, song by, 220 
P la eh n . E rma B.. Taxes Underwrite 
Education, 86-96 
Plain Dealer (Fort M adison), 35 
Plonk Road Tavern (K eokuk), site of, 
376
Plank roads. 314, 369-380 
Planked from Keokuk, by B en H ue 
W ilson . 369-380 
P leasant Plain, settlement at, 105 
P leasan t P rairie , settlement at. 105 
P leasant Ridge (Davis County), 
schoolhouse at, 336
Pleasant Valley, post office at, 229; 
resident of, 130
Plumbe. John, J r ., book by, 242; re ­
port by. 302 
Poetry, teaching of, 223 
Poetry Society of Iowa. 223 
Poets and Poetry of Iowa, 221, 222 
Political parties, activities of. 134 
Politics, interest in. 129 
Polk, Jam es K., act signed by, 271; 
activities of, 5; adm inistration of, 3 ; 
appointment by, 29; attitude of, 6. 
262; bill signed by. 201, 203; elec­
tion of. 265; patents signed by. 283, 
284; proclamation by. 274, 277, 281 
Polk County, delegate from, 50, 60;
history of, 248 
Pond. Peter, voyage of. 290 
Pony Express, mail carried by. 235 
Porter, Eveline B.. m arriage of. 45 
Post Office Department, United States, 
employees of. 238
Post offices, number of, 229, 230, 236, 
237
Potawatomi Indians, attitude of, 156;
mission for. 98 
Poultry, raising of. 168 
P ra irie  du Chien (W is.), em igrants at. 
172; fort near, 66; mail to. 226; 
mention of, 127 
P ra irie  Plains, products of, 168 
Prairie Songs, 222
P ra tt, Orson, records of, 148. 150-154 
P ra tt. Parley P., activities of. 155;
estimate by, 145 
Preemption law. passage of. 273 
Prentice, Milo H., services of. 226 
Presbyterian Church, activities of, 100, 
109 ; members of, 103; school of, 111
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Presbyterian General Assembly, 114 
“ Prodigals, The” . 221 
Protestant churches, influence of, 97 
Protestant Episcopal Church. Bishop 
of. 84: meeting of, 103 
Public Instruction, Departm ent of, 93 
Public lands, distribution of, 271;
price of, 272, 278 ; surveys of, 272 
Public libraries, support of, 90 
Purgatory Creek, crossing of. 304
Quakers (see Friends)
Quick, Herbert, writings of, 165, 246 
Quincy (111.), boats built at, 299 
Quinn, Mr., 207, 216
Raber, Christian, activities of. 105 
Raccoon Forks, road to. 371 
Raccoon River (tow n), post office in, 
231
Railroad Commission, Iowa, establish­
ment of, 310; supervision by, 316 
Railroad station, picture of, 332 
Railroads, building of, 198, 233, 298, 
299. 366; first, in Iowa. 307-311, 
370, 379; mail carried on, 234 
Rand Park  (Keokuk), site of, 206 
Randall’s mill, operation of, 176 
Rant-che-wai-me (In d ian ), 247 
“ Rate bill” , provisions of. 88 
Ray’s arithmetic, use of, 71 
Reaper, picture of. 353 
Recipes, variety of. 189-192 
Red Men of Iowa, The, 246 
Red Stockings (see also St. Louis Red 
Stockings), activities of, 205; games 
with. 205, 209, 210, 215 
Religion, discussion of, 97-115 
Reno, Morgan, vote for. 268 
Representatives, Congressional, selec­
tion of. 258
Reveille (steam boat), trip  of, 298 
Rich, Alfred, candidacy of, 25 
Richardson’s Point. Mormons at. 149 
Richland, post office at, 229; settlement 
at. 105
Richman, Irv ing  B., writings of, 251 
Richman, J . Scott, activities of, 133; 
age of, 134; attitude of, 140; elec­
tion of, 59; suggestion by, 138, 139 
Ridley, August, trip  by. 303 
Riley. Mr., activities of, 216; score of, 
207
Riley, James Whitcomb, imitation of,
221
Rimrock Road, publication of, 223 
Ripe for Statehood, by J ohn E ly 
Briggs, 129-141 
Ripple (steamboat), trio of. 298 
River Bend, The, and Other Poems, 
221
River Traffic, A Century of, by W i l ­
liam J. P etersen. 28*9-300 
Riviere des Moingona. explorations on, 
241 (see also Des Moines River)
Roads, building of, 370, 371; cost of. 
371, 372
Robbins. A. B., services of, 45 
Robbins, H. C„ pension of, 285-288; 
services of, 285
Roberts, Bennett, services of, 111 
Roberts. Louise, services of, 111 
Robertson, Nancy Briggs, family of, 
367
Robinson, John P., reflections of, 220 
Rock Island, fort on, 218; George 
Davenport at, 225
Rock Island ( 111.), imm igrants at, 303 ;
mention of. 295; post office at, 227 
Rock Island Railroad, acknowledgment 
to. 330; mention of, 308. 309, 311; 
trains of. 312. 316, 330 
Rock Island rapids, trip  over, 289 
Rock shelter, picture of, 326 
Rocket, Rock Island, mention of, 312, 
316 : picture of, 330 
Rockford, pioneers at, 174 
Rockingham, hotel at, 103; post office 
at. 229
Rockwell, O. P„ arrest of. 45 
Roman Catholic Church, activities of, 
113; bishops of. 98: influence of, 
97; schools supported by, 83, 84, 98. 
110
Ronalds. John, candidacy of, 59 
Roper, Daniel C., opinion of, 234 
Rorer. David, candidacy of. 20 
Ross, Earle D., acknowledgment to, 352 
Ross, E arle D., Green Pastures and 
Tall Corn, 161-169 «
Ross, Sulifand S., candidacy of. 56; 
proposal by, 141
Ross. William R., services of. 109, 227 
Rummell Tavern (K eokuk), site of. 
376
R ural free delivery, beginning of, 233;
routes of, 239 
Ryder, A. P.. birth of. 11
Sabin, Edwin Legrnnd. book by, 251 
Sabin. Henry, book by, 251 
Sac City, schools at. 95 
St. Agatha’s Seminary (Iowa City), 83 
St. Anthony’s Church, erection of, 110 
St. Charles City, pioneers at, 174 
St. Charles City Intelligencer, s ta te ­
ment by, 306
St. Donatus, Luxemburgers at, 294 
St. Katherine’s School (D avenport), 84 
St. Louis (Mo.), baseball interests in. 
204; Briggs, Ansel, at, 359: steam­
boats from. 290; trip  from, 289 
St. Louis and Keokuk Packet Company, 
operation of. 231
St. Louis Cardinals, activities of, 205 
St. Louis Gazette, comment in. 36
St. Louis Red Stockings (see Red 
Stockings)
St. M ary’s School (Iowa City), 111
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St. P eter’s River, boundary formed by, 
200; mention of, 27. 133 
St. Raphael, church dedicated to, 98 
St. Raphael’s Seminary, operation of, 
110; site of, 73
Salaries, discussion of. 158160  
Salem, settlement of. 105 
Salisbury, post office at, 229 
Salter, William, book by. 250 
Sanders, Alfred, work of. 34 
Sanders, Cyrus, activities of, 245 
Saunders, Alvin, a ttitude of. 141; elec­
tion of. 60
Savage (M inn.), boats built at, 299
Sawmill, p icture of. 349
"Scenery of the Upper M ississippi",
327
Schaeffer. Charles A., home of. 277 
Schlotfeldt, Sara Jordan , acknowledg­
ment to, 327
Scholte, H enry P.. Innds purchased by,
281
Schoolhouse, p icture of. 336 
Schoolhouses, types of. 70 
Schools, description of. 184, 185; dis­
cussion of, 65-96: Federal aid for, 
96; number of. 15; support of. 65. 66. 93-96
Scott County, conditions in, 44; dele­
gates from. 49. 136; meeting in, 103 
Scott M anufacturing Company, 121 
Seagrave, Sadie, w ritings of. 224 
Secretary of State, election of. 258 
Selecting Convention Delegates, by 
J acob A. Sw i s h e r . 49-60 
Selman, John J „  office of. 60 
Seminaries, incorporation of, 72. 73 
Sewing machine, use of. 188 
Shambaugh, Benj. F., services of, 252, 
253
Sharp, Mrs. Abbie G ardner, book by, 
24 7
Sheep, production of. 168 
Shell Rock River, crossing of. 174 
Shelledv, Stephen R., office of, 60 
S hepard, H ugh H..
Background of a Pioneer, 176-188 
On the Wag to Iowa, 170-175 
Shepherd. James, work of. 38 
Shepherd. Jesse, work of, 38 
Sheriff, office of, 363 
Sherman. W. T., arm y of, 174 
"Sherm an's March to the Sea” . 220 
Shoal Creek, camp near, 151; Mormons 
nlong, 152, 153 
Shokokon. post office at. 227 
Shriner Convention, trip  to, 218. 219 
Sigmund, Jay  G.. w ritings of. 223 
Sigourney, Mrs. Lydia H „ w ritings of, 
218
Silverthorn. John S., m arriage of. 45
Simmons, Joe. activities of. 206, 216; 
score of, 207
Sioux City, meat packing at, 166; oil
to. 297; railroad at, 297; school at, 
82 ; steamboat at, 296 
Sioux City (steam boat), 296 
Sioux Ind ian  village, picture of. 327 
Sioux Indians, hostilities of, 247;
school attended by, 73 
Sisters of Charity Female Academy, 110 
Skunk River, crossing of, 303; high­
lands near, 371; mention of, 242 
"Slab, The” , road called, 375 
Slavery, attitude toward, 17. 42. 143 
Smith, Reverend, invocation by. 135 
Smith, Arabella Eugenia, poem by, 219 
Smith. E. T., vote for. 268 
S m i t h . F rederic  C.,
Keokuk in Big League Baseball, 204- 
216
The Keokuk Lantern Club, 116-125 
Smith, Hyrura, death of. 144 
Smith, Joseph, activities of, 142, 143; 
death of, 144; influence of. 17; 
strength of, 144; town purchased by, 
143
Smith, Lewis W orthington, w ritings of, 
224
Smith. Sidney, question by, 15 
Sm ith’s Geography, use of, 71 
Smithson. James, work of. 10 
Snethen Seminary (Iow a City), 112 
Soller’s Tavern, site of. 377 
"Song of Iow a” , author of, 220, 221 
Spalding, Mr., services of. 212 
Spirit Lake Massacre, History of the, 
247
Spread Eagle (steam boat). 296 
Spring Creek, settlement at, 105 
Soringdale, home near, 350 
"S quatters” , settlers as. 272 
Stagecoach, picture vf, 329 
Stahl, G.. services of, 207 
State aid, use of, 96 
State Capitol (Des Moines), mural in. 
338 339
State debt, limitation of, 195. 197 
State government, economy in, 158-160 
State Historical Society, work of. 252 
State Normal School, founding of. 90 
State of the Union in 1846, by H arri­
son J ohn  T hornton . 1-18 
State Teachers College, founding of. 90 
State Universitv of Iowa, courses at, 
223, 224; founding of. 14, 90, 366; 
presidents of. 277 ; professor at. 77 ; 
schools accredited by. 84 
Statehood, discussion of, 129-141 
Steamboats, importance of, 289-300 
Steele. O. G., book by. 325 
Steele. William, candidacv of, 56 
Stephenson (111.), post office at. 227 
Stories of Ioica for Boys and Girls. 251 
Stout. N. L., work of, 36 
Stout. Velma Critz, comment by. 39 
Streckfus Line, operation of. 294 
Street. Aaron, activities of. 104 
Street. Joseph M., work of, 66
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Strimback, W. E., activities of, 120 
Sturges, Albert A., services of, 112 
Styles, Albert F., services of, 80 
Suckow, Ruth, writings of, 222 
Sugar Creek, camp at, 146, 150;
church at, 101; tributary  of, 377 
Summitville, tollhouse near, 376 
Sunday School, interest in, 108, 109 
Supreme Court Justices, Iowa, appoint­
ment of, 20. 194; mention of, 194; 
salary of, 158160 
Surveyor General, office of. 24 
Swartzendruber, C. J., land bought by, 
282
Swedenborgian colony, 281, 282 
Swedes, settlement of. 294 
S wisher , J acob A.,
The First State Governor, 357-378 
Iowa Adopts a Constitution, 193-203 
Iowa Delegates to Congress, 19-29 
Iowa Schools in 1846. 65-74 
Land for Sale, 271-284 
Selecting Convention Delegates, 49- 
60
Taft, William Howard, auto used by, 
312
Taliaferro, Lawrence, trip  by, 289 
Tariff, attitude toward, 43 
Taxes Underwrite Education, by E rma 
B. P laehn , 86-96 
Taylor, Bayard, quotation from, 256 
Taylor. Zachary, activities of, 4, 5 ; 
comment by, 42 ; mention of, 262 ; 
patents signed by, 283, 284 
Teamsters, services of, 378 
Telegraph, use of. 188, 233 
“Telegraph, The Magnetic” , 40 
Telephone, use of, 188 
Temperance, interest in, 11. 12, 113, 
265
Territorial Affairs, Committee on, 
member of, 362; work of, 136 
Territorial Gazette and Burlington Ad­
vertiser, contents of, 218; patronage 
of. 34
Tesson, Louis Honoré, religion of, 98 
Textbooks, names of. 71 
“There Is No D eath” , author of. 219 
Thompson, H.. mural by. 323 
Thompson, William, candidacy of, 364 
T hornton, H arrison J o h n , State of 
the Union in 1846. 1-18 
“Thunderer. The” , publication of. 35 
Thurston, Samuel Royal, work of, 34 
Tipton, meeting at, 259; road through, 
370
Tipton Union School, founding of, 89 
Tizzard, James, work of. 34 
To Pay or Not to Pay, 158-160 
Todd. Reverend John, arrival of. 296 
Toll roads, in Iowa, 369-380 
Tollhouses, locations of, 376, 377 
Townsend, Claude, office of, 123 
Township trustees, services of. 54
Trains, pictures of, 330 
Transportation by Land, by W illiam 
J . P etersen, 301-316 
Trappist monks, location of, 294 
Travel, in early days, 307 
Trimble. James, 260 
Trimble, William, activities of, 213; po­
sition of, 205
Trinity Church (D avenport), 103 
Troup. Christian, services of, 105 
Tryon, Socrates H., activities of. 132; 
nomination of, 58
Turkey River, boats on, 292 ; school on, 
67, 68; village on, 173 
Turner, Asa, salary of, 107; work of, 
102, 103
Tuthill. W. H.. writings of, 218
Ultang, Don. acknowledgement to, 355 
Uncle Henry's Own Story of Ilis Life, 
246
Underground Railroad, use of. 113 
Union College, graduate of, 361 
Union County, Mormons in, 156 
Union Pacific Railroad. 297. 309 
United Air Lines, acknowledgment to, 
331
United Brethren Church. 105 
United States Army, officers of, 100 
United States D istrict Attorney, 22 
United States Naval Academy, 10 
Universal Brotherhood, League of. 189 
Universalists. activities of, 105, 106 
Upper Iowa River, crossing of, 242 
Upper Mississippi, commerce on, 299; 
Indian village on, 327; lead traffic 
on, 295; navigating of, 290; steam­
boat on, 289; voyageurs on, 291 
Upper Mississippi Valley, immigration 
to. 290; mail in, 231
Van Antwerp, Ver Planck, office of.
373; services of, 56 
Van Buren County, academies in, 79; 
convention in. 56; delegates from. 
49. 136; newspaper in. 38; repre­
sentatives from, 58; road in, 23, 372 
Vandemark’s Folly, 246 
Van Quickenborne, Charles. 98 
Van Valkenburg, John, work of, 77 
Verse, A Century of, by Luella M. 
W right . 217-224
Views and Reviews of Iowa, by Lu­
ella M. W right . 240-253 
Virginia (steamboat), building of, 289; 
mention of, 292; voyage of, 289*291, 
293
Wabesapinecon. post office at, 229 
Wagons, travel in. 317; use of, 304, 
305
Wait, Benjamin, daughter of, 177 
Wait, Cornelia (see also Cannon. Cor­
nelia W ait), biographical sketch of. 
177; marriage of, 177
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W ait, Pain, career of. 177 
WaJlace, H enry, book by, 246 
Wallace, William Henry, activities of.
26; candidacy of, 20 
Wallace's Farmer, editor of, 246 
Wapello, academy at. 73; post office in, 
229
Wapello County, delegates from, 49, 
60; Ind ian  agency in, 23, 24 
“ W apsie flats’’, em igrants on. 174 
W apsipinicon River, boats on, 293; 
fording of. 242
W ar Eagle (steam boat), operation of,
231
W ar of 1812, mention of. 291; soldier 
in. 284
W ashington, George, b iopophical note 
on, 41 ; Farewell Aadress of, 3 ; 
mention of, 95, 231, 237 
W ashington (D. C .), a ir mail from, 
238; ball team from. 215 
W ashington (Iow a), churches at, 101 
W ashington County, delegates from, 
49: resident of. 55
W ashington Record, statem ent by. 310 
W ashington Temperance Society, 12 
W aterloo, industries at. 166; meeting 
at. 80; railroad at, 308 
Waubeek. resident of, 223 
W ayne County, comp in, 151 
W eather, conditions of, 147 
Weaving, methods of. 185, 186 
Webster. Daniel, comment by, 3. 9 
Wells, D. Franklin , leadership of. 89 
Wells, Horace, work of. 9 
West, imm igrants in. 803 
West Nishnabotna River, land near, 
285
W est Point, academy at, 73, 111; 
church at, 101
West Point Academy, site of. 73, 111 
West Poin t Seminary, beginning of, 
111
Western Guide Rook and Emigrant’s 
Directory. 325
Western Engineer (steam boat), trip  of.
295
W estern Stage Company, criticism of.
306, 307: importance of. 306 
W esterns (K eokuk), activities of. 204, 
206, 207, 209, 215; record of, 215 
Westward, p icture of. 338. 339 
W eyman’s, post office at, 229 
What Is Tlistoryf, by R uth A. Galla* 
HER, 254-256
W heeling (W. V a.). mention of, 289;
transportation from, 358 
Wheels, invention of, 319; uses of, 
318, 319
Wheels, Planes, and Power, by R uth 
A. Gallaher. 317-320 
When Men Were Men, by R ay Mur­
ray, 61-64
Whig Party , activities of. 132, 133; 
candidates of, 25. 26, 56, 57, 129,
134; meeting of. 259; members of, 
2, 3, 60, 198, 199, 359; newspapers 
of, 34, 37; platform of, 260-262; 
principles of, 42, 43, 139, 140, 195, 
257. 266; strength of, 51, 52 
Whigs, campaign of. 259, 269; conven­
tion called by, 259, 260; suggestion 
of. 269
Whitcomb, Selden S., w ritings of, 222 
White, Josiah, gift by, 92 
W hite Stockings (Chicago), games 
with, 206-208. 210, 215 
W hitney, C. P., comment by, 213 
Wigfield, John, land of. 283, 284 
Wilkie, Franc B., book by, 248 
Williams. Jesse, candidacy of, 364 
Willow Creek, pioneers along. 176 
W ilson . B en H ur, Planked from 
Keokuk, 369-880
Wilson. Thomas S., appointm ent of, 20 
W innebago County, pioneer of, 61 
W innebago Indians, activities of, 64;
removal of. 68 ; school for, 66 
Winnebago Press, editor of. 62 
Winnebapo school, site of, 66 
W inneshiek County, fort m, 341 
W inter Q uarters, Mormons at, 157 
Wisconsin (see also Wisconsin T erri­
to ry ), admission of, 8 ; conditions in, 
126, 127; emigrants from, 170; resi­
dents of. 183
Wisconsin Territory (see also W iscon­
sin ), creation of. 22; Delegate from. 
19, 25; officers of, 24 ; schools in. 65 
Wolbers. William, patent issued to, 282 
W oman’s Educational Association, 83 
Woolen mill, picture of, 348 
World W ar I I , transportation during, 
299
Worrell, Franklin  P., death of. 45 
W ortman, F. A., A Pension Gone 
Astray, 285-288
W right, H arry , activities of, 213 
W right, J . D. (see also W right, John 
A .), defeat of, 134; election of, 58 
W right, John A. (see also W right. J .
D .), candidacy of, 57; defeat of, 57 
W right , L uella M.,
A Century of Verse, 217-224 
Views and Reviews of Iowa, 240- 
253
W right, Silas, salary of, 159
Yankee brown bread, recipe for, 191
Yellow River, school on. 66
Yellow Spring, academy at. I l l ;
church at, 101; school at, 76. I l l  
Yellowstone (steamboat), trip  of, 295 
Young. Brigham, activities of, 154, 
155; attitude of, 147; followers of, 
17; leadership of. 144. 145
Zetlein, Mr., mention of, 210; score of, 
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